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Preface

Is it possible to use the dynamics of the learning economy to promote regional
development? If so, how?

This topic has been focussed in an on-going cooperation involving the
following network: Bjern Terje Asheim (TIK, University of Oslo), Philip
Cooke (Centre for Advanced Studies, Cardiff University), Franz Todtling
(Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration), Maria
Chiarvesio (Venice International University), Stafano Micelli (Venice
International University), Claire Nauwelaers (MERIT, University of University
of Maastricht) and Age Mariussen (Nordregio). The initiative to organise this
network was taken by Asheim and Mariussen. This publication is one of several
outcomes of this cooperation. Here, we have also included a contribution from
Mats Brandt, a student at Nordregio.

Our co-operation is financed partly through voluntary efforts by the
partners, partly by the Norwegian Research Council (the FAKTA programme),
partly by other funds. The critical contribution that made it possible to initiate
the network, organise the workshop where these papers were discussed, and
also the editing of this publication, was funding from Nordregio and the Nordic
Council of Ministers.

Stockholm, January 2001



